
Voting in the Local 
Elections – May 7th 2026
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What is happening?

On 7 May 2026, there will 
be local elections.

This means you can vote 
for people who make 
decisions about your local 
area.

They help decide things 
like:
• Schools
• Housing
• Roads and transport
• Social Care
• Local services



What are we voting for?

You will be voting for local 
councillors.

Councillors are people who:

• Work for your local 
council

• Speak for people in your 
community

• Help make decisions 
about local services

They might be part of a 
political party or an 
independent 



How do I vote?
You can vote in different 
ways.

You can go to a polling 
station.

You will get a poll card
telling you where to go

Polling stations are open 
from 7am to 10pm.

1. Vote in Person

Rember to take photo ID 
with you otherwise you 
will not be able to vote



Tell staff your name and 
address

At the polling station: 

You will get a ballot paper

Go to a private booth

Put your paper in the ballot 
box

Mark your choice (usually 
with an X)



2. Voting by post

If you registered to vote by 
post, you should have 
already had a postal vote:

Your ballot paper will be 
sent to you

Follow the instructions 
carefully

Send it back in time



If you cannot vote yourself, 
you can ask someone you 
trust to vote for you.

3. Voting by Proxy (someone votes for you)

This is called a proxy vote

Your proxy must:
• Be someone you trust
• Be able to go to the 

polling station for you

You must apply for a proxy 
vote before the deadline. 
(28th April)

They will:
• Vote on your behalf
• Follow your instructions



Need help? 

If you need support:

You can take someone you 
trust with you to the polling 
station

Polling station staff can 
help you

You can ask for information 
in an easier format



Remember

Voting is your choice; you 
do not need to vote.

You do not have to tell 
anyone who you voted for

Your vote is private


